
tb alia vela conteoversy.

UMmOW Letter flra JmU« Black ta the
Prcaideau

Washington, Mar l, 1M8.
The ventilation given to the Alta Vela case by tbe

Onlara*4""' of Mr. Nelson, of tbe President's counnl,baa called for tbe following letter from Judge
Jeremlab 8. Block, of Pennsylvania, to tbe President

» Nbw York, April 28,1M8.
MR. Prrstdrvt.I beg leave to call your attention
gain to tbe wrongs suffered by tbe owners of Alta )

veia, ana to tne means by which the reparation due
to them has beeu tie ayed and baffled.
For some time past you have been well posted on

Ike merits of this case. You are quite aware that
American citlzcus on the Inland of Alta
Vela, in pursuit of their lawful business and
nader the protection of their national flag,
were lawlessly captured, Imprisoned, robbed
and rained. You never sufgesteJ a possible Justificationof this outrage, nor d:d you ever, to my knowledge,utter a word in excuse of the secretary, who
has for years been hindering the Justice which his
duty bound him to promote.

It is necessary "to stir up your pure mind by way
ef remembrance;" for 1 am assured that Mr.

Sward is plying his arts with more a-ssiduity
in ever. Your White House reporter for the

Baltimore Sun and New York World is manifestly
under his Influence and the publisher of the CommercialAdvertiser is known to bo his alter egoThroughthem lie makes certain statements by which
he expects to operate indirectly on you.
He tries to make the Impression without asserting

U as a fact that some understanding existedbetween me and your official radical
opponents in the House of Representatives,
whose names are appended to the within opinion
In lavor of my clients. In truth I knew nothing of
Miat paper nntll after it went into your hands, heard
Dotning about It, had no communication with
the signers, direct or indirect, verbally or In
writing. I saw the paper first when you
yourself showed it to me. I was not aware
f&at the Maryland delegation in Cougress had expressedtheir opinion until I saw it among the
xeoords long after It was (lied. Nor did I know that
the subject was before the legislatures of Maryland,
Pennsylvania aud New Jersey until after resolutions
upon It bad been unaulmously passed by those
bodies. Ex precisions similar to these could have
been got without number, for no sensible and Impartialman can doubt what the truth of the case
fth But you will do me the Justice to
acknowledged that i used no outside influence to
move you. 1 relied upon your patriotism, your love
of right, and your scorn of wrong. If others paid
you the doubtlul compliment of supposing that you
needed to be stiffened in the performance of so sunpiea duty. I hupe 1 am not to blauie.
Mr. Seward, through his New York organ, broadly

amerts that I, wid e Secretary of Stare, decided
gainst the claim of the United States uimI the rightOf our citizens to tliu possession of Alta Vela. The
nwru ruiuws mo e.inct contrary u> ne true. him
assertion to you that 1 decided the ease in favor of
bis party in an false as the allegation he made
to me that you had decided it In the same way.
I maintain the following facts to be strictly true.
I have no reason to suppose that you doubt any of
them. Bat ask the Secretary of State whether lie can
contradict themt.

l. The little islet of Alta Vela lies out in the CatlbeanSea and not within the territorial waters, bnt
entirely beyond the lawful jurisdiction of any
nation.

a. Until the Americans took possession It had been
wholly unoccupied. Though navigators knew of its
existence from the days of Columbus, it was regarded
s useless and suffered to be derelict, desert and

abandoned by all the world.
8. American explorers clscovered a deposit of

gaano upon it and proceeded to take possession, as
they had a right to do by the public law of the world,
and as they were encouraged to do by a special
act of Congress. They established a business there
Which was not only lawful, but laudable, and they
bad the express promise of protection from their
Own countrv.

4. This thing was not done In a corner. The possessionwas not taken by stealth, but openly, in the
ftwie of the world. The occupants showed their
legal authority to all inquirers, and displayed the
American flag in the sight of all comers.

4. The nearest neighbor to Alta Vela was Haytl,
lying about six miles away. St. Domingo wan fifteenand a half miles distant, with the Haytien island
of Boata interposed. Neither of these countries pretendedany title to Alta Vela. The authorities of
both at different times during the Americanoccupancy visited the Island, were
informed of the legal right under which it was held,
nd saw the occupants expending larger sums of
money in good faith and in the firm belief that their
title was lncontestibie. Neither of them gave the
lightest hint that they had a claim to It. Their
Uence under these circumstances estopped them to
nt up a claim afterwards, even if they had a good one.
But there Is no doubt whatever that this tacit admission'of the American right wus made because
they were conscious thai they had no reasonable
(round of objectlou to It.

A. If St. Domingo had been possessed of any fair
<Wn to Alia Vela she would have made
it known to the L'nlted Staies government
Without delay and procured a peaceable order
for the removal of the occupants. But her
authorities, without any assertion of title or notice
of claim cither to our government or to the owners
of the Island, treacherously took advantage of their
defenceless condition when there whs no American
Teasel in the neighborhood, and when the owners
and their principal agents were absent, to expel
them bv lorce. Thev tore down the American
flag, destroyed the property on the island, 1
captured the employ**, transported them to
BU Domingo and imprisoned them. Twenty-one
days afterwards a vessel In the service of the owners
came to get the men oir. The Dominicans decoyed
ber into the port and forcibly detained her there for
a month without permitting her master to have any
communication with his own country or the Consuls
In the neighborhood.

7. The original transaction was corrupt as well as
rapacious. Santa Anna, who was then at the head
of affairs in St. Domingo, so'.d himself and his country
to the Spaniard* for *aou,oou, took the money and ran
way. The perpetration of this outrage upon Americancitizens was part of the bargain. The general

administrations w hich succeeded that of Santa Anna
ever touched the island for upwards of five years,

and would not have touched it yet If they had not
learned that our secretary of State intended to volunteerills official influence for their defence.

8. No assertion of title in St. Domingo and no dentalof the American right has been made to this
toy save and except by our own Secretary. When *
(be Domlnician authorities were formally and
directly Interrogated on this point by the special
agent of the United States they made no distinct
Hnwvr Jtuu mr\> ujruu prciiciiuc civiiri ui n ^ui juiin- r

(Votlon or of prior occupancy, and they have stood
ante ever since, unit** Mr. Seward Is to be regarded
M their agent.

9. The wrong of expelling our people from the
Wand and the injury to their persons and property
were easr and ci e:tp. Out the marauders had
before them the harder task of taming aside the

Klce which our government owed to itself and lt«
pie. Mr. Seward enlisted on their side from

motives which I do not preieud to understand, and
tbey have found hint a more serviceable tool than
Banta Anna himself.

It will not do to make light of a business like this.
It is not simplj a denial or Justice. The honor of a
country is the security of her people abroad as well
as at nome. In all ttio history of our shame and
our misfortunes there Is no record of an Insult at
once so impudent, so unprovoked and so atrocious
as tikis. The long Bene.-' of aggressions committedupon us by the British previous
to the War of 1812 may have been
worse in the airgre;rate; but not one of
them taken separately has anything like the enormityof this. Select the worst act of Mexico, coniRreIt with this and It will seem Insiimlticant.

e detention of Marun Kosta, at Trieste, the Insult
to our minister at Oreytown.these were trifles light
<w air. Yet in one case we bombarded a town,
ad in the otner we stood ready to tight
an Austrian fleet In an Austrian port. When
we ourselves dishonor tin flair of anoiner eoiiutrv
by an net of unlawful violence we always make the '
l»Oier reparation. Mcmi-h. Ma*on and siltlell were <
taken from the ileck of a British parket, and Mr. >
Beward hlm»ell went down upon his knees to ask

Ki-ilon and promise atonement. Outside of our own I
Hory the case most mi.i nitons to this arose out of the f

expuiMloii of the Knirtl.sh from the Falkland Inland* 1
by e ShuiMi uui.ioi Hies. Iiut that WM done In i
Rood faith, under a lair claim of right, after fall no-
tiee, and aecomp lined by no clrcuiuHianccsofc.ru- t
elty to uersous or destruction of property, and the I
pot* e slon Itself was of absolutely no value. Yet the 1
LritiMi formai 11 prepared for a Moody war, and '

Wie nw of the nation scarcely mfltered itself to he <
op|M'a»eil by I lie disavowal of Spain and I he formal *
restoration of the isiands. If the Hrltlsh Minister for <
Foreign Affairs had opposed the right of his country '
and acted the part of m pettifogger for the other
Hide he would have been treated oa a criminal worthy i
01 tlie (fallows. Upon tills general subject the forty- '
second letter of Junius ami Dr. Johuaou'ii reply to 11 1
will be louud Insiruetlve reidlng. i
The law provided no mode of redress for the suf- I

fer< ra except through the I apartment of Slate. They I
i»ere compelled to put their case In the <
hanila of the Secretary, and

,
his

<
duty re- *

giuri-d nin to prosecute u wim imcm). nu» «

relation to them wa* liVe that of an
aitorney to hi* client,, a guardian to his word, or any
other ceatuiquc trust, lie wa* bound to do everythingfur thctn w hich he honestly could, and at till
eteriisatid nndcr all circumstances to do nothing
gainst thorn. Here the case was plrstn aud the

du y was easy. lie had but to make the demand
for restitution and il would have been Instantly compiledwith. You must not forget thai th*
lJominlcuTiH walled four yearn In the constant
expectation that, tuich a demand would be
mado without removing a bushel of the guano or
letting anybody else do so. They would no doubt
have disavowed the violence and attempted to throw
llie responsibility of it on the fugitive mlscrcant who
bad sold them, llow far this consideration, together
Vrltu their poycrty ftnd weakness, might entitle them
to forbearant c In the settlement of damages would
have been n fair sulij t li»r reflection. Hut can you
conceive of a rraxou lor not demanding possession
of the Mland when .nt. Domingo was not only able
bnt perfectly willing to do justice by surrendering it?
Winn these suffering partte« prcsVe I Mr.Howard to

periorm his otllclal duty lie gave them mysterious
excuses, coupled with assurances that their cause
(iliould be in no wise prejudiced by the delay. They
umcd him axan and again; they were met by
the promises which had deluded thetn before,
but si 111 tiiey had no reason to suspect that
tbo bccrctiiry would be engaged la any under'

NEW Y
hand schema to defeat them. At length, how- i
ever. ti.«r got wind of a correspondent# be- c
tween mm and a company of New York 1
»pecuiatom which was well calculated to alarm f
them. large and no doabt Important part of this i
correspondence has not Deen permitted to nee the \

light, but your earnest attention is requested to so f
muck of It an we are able to produce. a
Mr. Seward's New York friend frankly told him J

that as the Island bad not been worked for some a

C,rs and the deposits were peculiarly rich £
y would like to get hold of It, "if they e

could be assured of government protection." To 1
this he replied that the government could not en- 0
courage them to resort to the Island unless they ob- L
tamed the consent of the authorities^ St. Domingo, a
and he advised them, us "a reasonable precaution," I
to get that of Haytl also. * It is not possible to mis- 0
understand this. It was a distinct declaration that t
If the claim of St. Domingo should be transferred a
to Koot, Webster, Clark & Co. It should re- li
ceive government protection.that is to say, q
Mr. Seward would in that event set up the title of p
St. Domingo against the American title which the t
sacred obligation of a legal trust bound him to vlndi- I
cate. If he intended to use any foreign claim as a t
means of defeating that of his country it was Indeed c
' a reasonable precaution" to bring In the Haytiens, 0
for a more Dlunsible minmr.'ini'» niltrhr hft irivnii 1
to their title far more easily than to li
that of St. Dotningo; but he mils', have £
known that both were bo utterly unfounded t
that nel'her Ua.vtl nor St. Domingo was a
shameless enough to assert them. Mr. Seward'* u
Friends at New York understood exactly the mean- ti
Iuk or this letter. Very soon they Informed him that v
Uiey had acted on his suggestion and got the con- 1
sent of St. Domingo. Afterwards they wrote agaiu e
to remind him that they had been expending money o
In the business and tliey expected the government c
[that Is, the Secretary of State) to stand by them, 8
"particularly after advising them how to get it." C
It anything could aggravate the bad charac- 1

ter of this correspondence, it Is the fact that s
Mr. Seward used the transfer which the New Yorkers e
thus got iroin the Dominicans under his own advice 11
is a reason for refusing justice to the real owners of tl
he Island. The trustees of one litigating party assist li
/lie other to shuttle the trust property Into the hands e
)f a third person, and then make that fact an argu- v
nent against the right of his oextuique trust! u
When Mr. Seward's unfaithfulness to Ills duty be- c

Mime clear there was no remedy left but an ap- v

peat to you. It was then he played hia most cun- t
ilng card. We were to be slleuced forever o

jy being Informed that you had adjudicated ti
;he cause against us. He sent me not a recorded de- e
;tsion nor an order signed by you or by himself, but
i thing which he called a "memorandum," in an uu- t
enown handwriting, without a signature, referring u
to'some report of a subordinate never exhibited to k
is and stilting that you had accepted the conclusion 1
>f that report. It was all false. Yon knew nothing t
if the case until afterwards; you had read no report a
>n the subject nor was any report read to yon, and of £
course you had accepted no conclusion about it. This a
rou averred at the time, and my written exposure of e
if the attempted description Immediately afterwards 1
was placed on record by your own order. It is im- 1:
possible to understand how you could Bleep one v
night without turning the perpetrator of this scurvy <
trick out ol' ofllce. S
Thus far the secretary had managed the matter so r

us to commit himself in nothing. If the money t
against the United States and its citizens had been d
successful the record would not have shown that he ii
liad anything to do with it. He had signed no report, c
made no order and expressly approved of no act; t
lie wanted to run falsely without seeming to play v
foul. But when the smartness of his "metnoran- a
Jum" was detected it became necessary for him to v
"swing around the circle" anil openly take his stand n
on the opposite side. He has since been trying to li
maintain himself in this discreditable attitude by u
arguments which no man of average understanding s
lould listen to without disgust. p
Mr. President, you have never seemed to feel that h

this was wrong. You know the facts, but they have y
apparently made no Impression upon your moral s
sensibilities. 1 must Insist that you consider thein t
more carefully and test the conduct of your Secre- a
airy, not by his notions of "higher law" (wliich s
means anything to promote his interest or gratify t.
lis passions), but by the law of the land, the print I- o
pies of natural justice and the rules of good faith. I t
will make it plain by an Imaginary case. t
Suppose yourself to be a tradesman, with all the

iarniiiKs of your life and all the capital you can bor- n
row invested in a business from which yon hope to It
eallze a competent fortune for yourself and family, s
Ifou are pursuing it successfully whon your store- p
louse is broken into, your clerks ami servants gag- n
fed, your furniture, stock and machinery carried oif. o
i on lire ntiiloue forever unless the nnhllr. insMce «if <

.he country will restore what you have lout. You t
enow the thieves and where they have deposited o
four property. Their leader has run away, n
ind the subordinates are afraid to make ti
my use of the goods. You can have them brought e
tuck by any police offlcer In an hour if you can only p
ret a warrant. You lay your case before the prose- tl
:utini; attorney of the district. Yon are obliged to ji
:onilde In him because he alone has authority b
,1 issue the necessary process, lie hears you,
Iocs not nretend to doubt the truth or 1
irour complaint, and promises to lake the li
leedful steps, but puts you off from u
-line to time with excuses which you afterwards as- h
certain to be false. After wait Inn and suffering t
through weary days and weeks and mouths, and 1;
wondering, ail the time what this delay cau mean, t
you find out that your prosecuting attorney has
ueeu in collusion with the other party. One of Ills v
friends has told him that your stolen property Is h
very valuable and be would like to appropriate it if «
no could be assured that the District Attorney
would back him in taking it. The attorney repelis t
that he cannot encourage him to do this unless lie t
?ets the consent of the thieves. The thieves .ire e
imazed as well as delighted to llnd the oiHcer of c
;he law on their side, which was a thing they did not
it all exj>ect, aud they strike a bargain at once. I
kV'lien these facts come to your knowledge you arc s
lUMirflllv onmourliflt. initiirnunt utwl v<>u /iuinund L-

four rights In a tone more elevated than before. c
rite public prosecutor then has the insolence to tell n
>ou that the runnier advised by Ulm.si.lf lias pat a *

lew aspect on the case, which cliauges your riglrt. a
md It in duty, lie doe* not expect you to be satisfied b
vltli tlila paltry evasion, buC to prevent you from g
oiiipiaiiiiint to the court he Informs you that the s
udge who must decide In the last resort has irrcvo- ri
iai>ly determined the whole case against you. t<
sot being disposed by this time to rely e
nuch upon the attorney's veracity, you exam- p
ne the record for yourself and unit no trace a
»r any sucU decision. Yon Interrogate the Judjje, n
tnd he flatly denies that be ever heard of the suit- a
ect. Your temper must be very phlegmatic if tills n
vould not stir it, bat your Indignation would grow s
itronger still if the public attorney, who is paid out f
>f the public money for securing you law anil Jus- 1
ice, should afterwards 1m; found niakiug t
ipeechoH or writing papers against yon and n
Tying by false and suallow arguments to f
ret the judgment which he could not u
tet in any other way. This paper would be very in- <1
somplete If it contained no notice of the reasons I
uii/u ai> ocniiu iua kkcu lur uia unprecedented

ionduct. 1 will state the nature of the American
Ight and Uie Secretary's grounds of objection to It
is fully as I can wltuout being tedious, and leava
roa to say whether he is lit for the place he occupies.
There la iio rale of international law better known,

nore clearly tletlned and more universally acknowledgedthan thia.that the authority and jurlmllo
;lou of every nation are confined to the country Iniabitedand used by Its people. If it has a marine
Mtuudary the limit extends one league, or three
English miles. Into the sea, und no further, lierotidthis you are on the high seas, where all
lave equal rights. It was neeesaary for the
>eace of mankind that some rule on the subj«-ct
ihould be made, and thia which I have juat sta'-d
las t»een universally agreed on. It has not been de»iedin modern tlmea by any public man of
'espcctabie character. Congress has recognized
t by Its legislation on captures; our courts
lave constantly aillrmed It; the executive detrimenthaa always acted upon It; all the
lations of the earth are content to abide by It; and It
s sustained by all writers at home and abroad,
it. Domingo herself h:va never been Btupid or
tnavlsh enourh to dispute It. But Mr. Howard volinteershints? f for ht. Uomingo to assert that her
erritorlal Jurisdiction extends by men1 construction
>f law fifteen and a half miles, or more
li&n five leagues, south of her southernii''stcape, and that, too, when he knew that she
;ould not reach that distance without going over or
iround the territory of another Mate.
An island wholly unoccupied ami unused, lvlng out

n the high seas more Untn a marine league from the
:oast line of any nation, be.oiigs while It remaiua
ii that condition to one country aa much ft
m to anotBer. It will become the exclusive q
roperty of tliut particular nation whose people unit V
ukc permanent pw«u*loii of It for u lawful purpose, o
t makes no difference liow long or how well Its ex- Ji
Mtenre or situation may have been known. This is I
he principle 01 public law upon which Congress pro- t
ceded In missing the guano act or ikm. That £
wt pledges the nation to protcct Anierl- d
:ans who take and keep Inland* previously o
inknowii ami unheard of, Out all unci) Islands an h
nlKht he discovered to hav« a deposit of guano, pro- e
rided they were not already occupied by or within a
he lawful Jurisdiction of some other government,
Mr. Seward does not deny that Alt* Vela Is fllteen 1
ind a half miles away fl"om St. Domingo.more v
ban Ave times as far as her jurisdiction extends h
roin her coast.nor does he assert that it wm l
;ver occupied hy anr human Inhabitant before we
liuerlcans discovered the guano and took possession a
>f It under the act of Congress. Ilui he says that c
,'olumims saw It and touched at it In one of his voy- t<
iges: and to prove this a vast display of cheap t<
eurulng Is made In the shape of copious quotations v
Tom books of W'est< rn travels. it Is true, without t
lonbt, that the Inland was known tor more than u
hree centuries to all arsons who navigated thoso
leas. Hut U anv principle be thoroughly and com- ft
detely settled br the universal consent and Invariable tl
iraitlce of all civilized nations, and the authority of I'
ill writers, It Istliat mere dlscoverv, unless followed *

>j actual occupancy, will give no title to the dls- c
overer himself and no rlgut of Jurisdiction to Ills fc
loverelgn as against others who take possession T
iftcrwurd. The application of Mr. Reward's doc- a
,riiie would defeat the American right to nil the h
tUiino Inlands we have; for not one of a
.hem that 1 know of was an island previomly t
undiscovered. In some cases this same objection t
was made by counter claimants; but the records of s
the St:ite Department show that It was always ti
treated bv our Ministers abroad nnd by Mr. St ward's 1
predecessors as a low <|uli»blo unworth) of serious s
refutation, n one ease our government Informal I
the \et.ezuelsn Mln.ster of Ma'e that such an <1
insertion, If persisted In. would lie loiind lacoiupa I- <

l»le with the continuance of pencc between t ie two t
uountrles. .

<1
Anotiier point he elaborates with the nttnost rare, u

He derives title to St. Domingo from a lull of Pope
Alexander VL, to whom be sh>s frpaio and Port uaal I
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efcrral their oouOlottng claims to the regions dtotoveredby Oolumbus. The Pope, he says, drew a
Ine between the territories or the two nations.
rum pule lo pole, one league west of the Azores,
vhlch line the kings of Spain and Portugal afterwardsmoved two hundred and seven leagues
urther west by capitulation, and thus, he asserts,was
ettled a meat question of boundary and title.
Ill tins loo'is very learned and wise, but there is not
word of truth In it There was no conflict between

Ipaio and Portgual concerning tlie regions discoveredby Colninbus. The Pope was not a referee or
unpire, or arbitrator between them. In the decree
>f Alexander VI. Portugal is not named, and it
i expressly declared not to have been made
.t the instanco even of Spain, but by tho
'ope himself, propria nu>tu. Forty years prevliusto that time Pope Nicholas V. had given
he soverelKnty of Uuinea to the King of Portugal,
nd authorized him to subdue the barbarous inlabitant*.But neither of these decrees settled any
[uestlon whatever. Uy ' capitulation" Mr. Seward
troliably means treaty or compact; but yon are cerainlyuot expected to believe that two kings,
iy agreeing to divide the world between
liem, could give title to one another in
ountries which were not yet discovered and
f which thev never afterwards took possession.
'Ue most of these misstatements are unimportant
ere, except as they show how unreliable a man Mr.
cward is. But hid assertion that the question of
Itle aud boundary was settled l»y Alexander VI.,
nd that the settlement Is now binding upon
iS In favor of St. Domingo, without reardto our right as tlie ilrst occupants,
p'ould not be conclusive If It were true,
n fact, however, the Pope was as powrlessto make title in this way as the
bscnrest private Individual. Hoththe dereeswere treated as mere nullities given by
pain and Portugal. All other nations, whether
lathollcs or Protestants, the French, the English, the
Iutch and the Danes determined their repetitiverights in the west as well as the
ast, without the slightest respect to the Pope
ne. No doubt It was Intended to prevent
lie disputes which were anticipated, but It was so
netfeciuul to that end that any serious attempt to
nforce It would have endangered the peace ol the
i'orId. All the authorities pruinounoe it a voluntary,
nauthorized and mistaken effort of the popes todeidea matter which was not submitted to them and of
irlilcta they had no jurisdiction. It relates to temporal
msiness alone; it is a direct contradiction to the law
>f the world, and no true Catholic will tell you that
le believes in it as a matter of religious faith or
:veu church discipline.
Such are the results of what Mr. Seward osteutalousl.vc.ills his "historical research." The Pope's bull

^signed Alia Vela to Spurn bclore its existence was
inown ; It was afterwards seen by Coitnibusand a thousand other mariners, but
he Americans were the first to take possession
nd put It to any real use. Therefore, sa.vs Mr.
teward, St. Domingo, to whom it was not assigned
ind by whom it was uot discovered, has a title which
nablcs her to rob the American owners with
mpunlty. There is no doubt about the
aw, Mr. President. The only question is
riieMier Mr. Reward can possibly be ignorant
nough to misunderstand It. An Americau
tecretary of State ought to know at least the eleuentaryprint Iples of that science which applies
o the everyday business of his office. It 1m jour
luty to ascertain whether this gross perversion of it
s a blunder or a fraud. Call hlin before you and
rosu-e.vamlue him. Ask him how he came
o get up lor the Dominicans A title
trhlcii they never claimed lor themselves f
,ud why he attempted to sustain It upou grounds
thicli in other cases were asserted by this governueutand admitted i»y Its adversaries to be false and
ioIIow. Why did he avoid all notice of the uumer>usrecords of bis own department by which the aburdityof his present position is conclusively
iroved? In case our other guuuo islands shall
>e plundered hereafter will he take the sido of the
rrongdoero again r To do so what lie as conisteutwith his official duty In any other case as in
his; but, perhaps, lit does not bunt in couples with
,n.v body but itoot or WAbater or Clark. Probe him
till deeper. Inquire whether he really believes that
he discovery of an island in the sea by the mariners
r the fifteenth century, and the bull ol'
lie i'ope will constitute a title paramount to
liut of the flrsi occupant. See whether his
'research" has extended as far as Vail el, which Is
vnerutiv considered the horn book of international
iw. tiet the volnme, open It at book L Chapter
:viil., section 20H, and read him the following
assage" The law ol nations will. tberefoM,
ot acknowledge the property and sovereignty
f a nation over uuinhabited countries, exeptthose of which it lias really taken acualpossession. In which it has formed settlements
i ml niuvii u luuivtn utiuui iiw:. in cjjvix., niicu

avigators have met with desert countries in which
hose of oilier nations had on their transient visit*
rected some inonuineut to show their haviuir taken
lossession of them, they have paid as little regard to
hat empty ceremony as to the regulation Gf the patersof those who divided a {Treat part of the world
>etween the crowns of Castile and Portugal."
He will hardly dispute the authority or Vattel, but

t may be worth while to observe carefnlly the shift
le will make to get over it and save his liomiulcuns
>nd their allies from the power of the truth, on the
aine page, iu a note, you will And a reference to the
wo bulls, ami perhaps lie will let .von know how it
lappened that he misrepresented every feature of
hem in his report.
If the result of such an investigation shall satisfy
ou that he knows no better .vou will, of oourM,
tliow what mercy you think proper to such piUabie
veakness.
If you ilnd reason to believe that lie has wilfully

rled to lead yon into the commission «>r a great
rrong, you will know how to deal with lilin. But in
ither event you should send him headlong from his
iltlee without, the delaj of an Instant.
Mr. Seward not only advocates the false title of the

iominieans, but he ciultns for them the right to asertit by treachery and violence after they had
nowlntrly acquiesced for seven months in the Ameranpossession accompanied by large expenditure*- of
noney and labor. If you stand by and
ee another person take possession of your laud
iid build or open a mine upon It iu the
IMMJMt !<elief that It belongs to himself. and vou
;ive him no warning of his mistake, you cannot
pring your title upon him, no matter how good it
lay be, after he has embarked his fortune in the enterprise.Your silence under such circumstances
xpresses your consent as clearly as it could be expressedin words written or spoken. So to mislead
party and then ruin him Is rorbidden to

latlons as well as individuals by every civilized code
rid by all the principles of private und public
norality. The perversity which refuses to undertandso plain a principle of common honesty would
.ill to see that a wrecker Is doing wrong when he
ures a ship to destruction b> burning false lights ou
he shore. The fraudulent silence of the bonunir ins
iid the good faith of the Americans were
acts well known to Mr. Seward, for they glared
ipon him from every page of the record. Hut this
loeu not in the least diminish his ecal lor the Uomincantitle nor dampeu the ardor of his efforts to de-
eai me just rigum 01 ins icuow citizens. rne Jaw 01
lationa administered bv him wonld lie not a meuns
if promoting justice an«l fair dealing among men
tut a snare to catch the feet of the unwary.
The controversy, Mr. Seward says. 1* between the
lalmaiita, who live in liHlUmore, and the lessees of
he Dominican*. w ho reside in New York: and both
hese parties being American citizen* yon ought not
0 interfere. Look at tlua for a moment. Dominianawrested an Island frotn the Cnlted rttatcs and
rove out the owner.'*, thus committing a wrong
or which the sufferers hud 110 redressexcept through
he Executive of their OWB nation. Wlltte the conidcratlonof their comprint was delayed in the
MpMtBMM for Foreign Affairs, the wrongdoers
riade a lease reserving a rent or royalty to tliemlelvctt.Is the duty of this government "changed by
he mere fact that the offender" have ugi eed to
llvide the pluuder between themselves and otherxr
Does 11 make any difference that the fruits or the

niqnlty are to be jkk keted In part by Ann riciitis t
n the controversy about Johnson's Islands it was
egardett, and justly regarded, as n great aggravaionof the injury to the occupants attempted under
olor of a Hawaiian title thai it wa.« promoted jnd
ustaitled by Americans who expected to profit by
t; but in thut case they hud the grace to
onceal thflr complicity heie It Is paraded with
iiameicss effrontery, indeed, the i>ad part of this
uislnes* Is that this lease wns made at Mr. Reward's
ustance and was ess* titiMily a fraud upon the rights
if the true owners. The lessors, the lessees and I he
lecreiary were all bound u> know w hat I he public
ecords conclusively showed.that St, Domingo was
" wing property to which she had not a shadow of a
Itle. Hut Mr. beward sajrs that the Intervention of
lis New York friends has made it a judicial
[urstion and gl- en uh a remedy In the court*,
s e would certainly be very glad to have the decision
four rights remitted to an honest and Impart al
udge, if tnat could lie done. Hut the trouble Is here,
r you refuse ns protection on Mr. Seward's ground
hat the Island belongs to H. Domingo, that will
oncinde us l*efore a judicial tribunal; ir you do not
lecide at all the conrta will decline to take the ease
ut of your hands while It is pending. There is no
nch thing as evading the responsibility: you must
It her do justice to these parties or make youraeif
n accomnllce in the cheat.
Thin voluntary nrul private agreement of the few
'orkers with (lie Dominicans had no connection
rhatever with the business of our government. It
Ml no more right to be on the records of the Stoto
lepartinent than any horse trade between two
ncltcys. But Mr. Hewsrd lnvl»«<1 communications
bout It, filed them and produced them to yoO. I
annot conceive what thin meani: for unless It was
0 scare yon by showing that Justice to us would Incrferewith the speculation of men who had
otes and political Influence. In all offer reapects
hey certainly stand no higher than Uic Dominican*
mler whom fhey claim.
Another most anworthr attempt to play upon yoar
^ars in seen In the representation so urgently iniwlo
hat restitution or the island would l«e an act of war.
t is not war liiat we ask for. but n swift, demand,
rhlch. If properly made, would bo immediately
omplled with. The Dominicans never preendedthat they were rightfully in possession,
he demand might, have i>ecn made by a special
gent, a Minister, or by the JHecrelary himself when
e went down there In person to see the Dominicans
nd take a view of the Island. You nre asked to annorl7.ethe demand by an officer of the navy, because
hat would be the cheapest and roost Impulsive
liape to put It In, and besides a naval officer would
ie Icsm likely to connive with Webster k Co. than
Ir. hewnnl or sny diplomat nnder his special Intnctlons.Another tli.ng. Von have been told lhat
would cost the government $100,000 tolnue the

lemaud made by a naval commander from the deck
if his whip. The Secretary of the Navy will tell yon
nut un\ public vessel on the West India station could
Id all w< iiuve asKfcd without costingthe go*ernwent
red cent,
Thl" expo'>nre Is verv Important; but. what is writ

s writ. I forego for llie present all mention of tiio
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Secretary's garbled authorities, bin feeble and unsuccessfuleffort at a technical quibble, bis omission of
important papers from bin report, and his circulation
of the Senate document lu a mutilated form. Tbuse
are tbluua that will keep for another time. Most respectfully,yours, Ac., J. B. BLACK.

THE GROCERY FAILURE.

Trial »f J. K. Place on the Charge of Obtalilnc9100,000 Under False Preteaces.
Fvoeeediags la the Coart Yesterday.
In November last commercial circles of this city

were startled by tlie sudden failure of the Arm of
James K. Place A Co., of New York, doing business
at 132 Front street, with a branch at Klo Janeiro,
Brazil, in the grocery and importing line. Tills was
one of the well known Arms of the city, which was

engaged in a large business and stood, np to the
time of the failure, in the contldcnce of the public.

It seems from subsequcut developments In the
courts that the old Urm of J. K. A E.
B. Place ami the new tlrm of J. K.
Place A Co. were largely eOEUtd In the
Importing business, and tliat t<> successfully
carry on the trade in which they were engaged they
effected certain uiraugeuiunis wiili the (Irut of Brown
Brothers A Co., of No. 59 Wall Htrtcl, for advances
in the form or letters of credit.
Aa stated above, the lirui failed In November last,

but no proceedings seem to have been taken until
May, when J. M. Brown, banker, at 50 Wall street,
caused the arrest of James K. Place, ou the charge
of obtaining $100,000 from his tlrm under fnlse pretences.Mr. Place was arrested ou a warrant Issued
by Justice Ledwith, of the Jefferson Market Police
Court, when a preliminary examination was had,
during which it was shown that of ?fioo,uoo borrowed
by said Place from the tlrm of Brown Brothers A Co.
$400,000 had been paid by the defendant towards
satisfying the claim. At a subsequent examination
some further facts were elicited. The gentlemen
composing the firm, who claim that they have been
swindled out of $100,000, are James M. Brown,
Steward Brown, Steward henry Brown, John CrowleyBrown, Clarence 8. Brown, Charles 1). Dickey,
Howard Potter, Mark W. Culiet, Francis A. Hamilton
and Herman Huskier.

It is alleged that the first loan was made Dy the
firm to Place A Co., in 1800, consisting of a letter
of credit for £20,000, drawn in favor of Phipps A
Co., of Kio Janeiro, with which 4,500 bans of
coffee were purchased and shipped to Brown
Brothers A Co., New York, who, on their arrival in
this city, handed over the bills of lading 10 Place
& Co., an agreement having been signed by the latter
Ann authorizing Brown, Brothers A Co. to revoke
thA U>ttAru 1 if iM'oilit if at mtv tinwk thu riMituitiUiltilitv
of their creditors should become doubtiul. As the
credit of the firm was good the bankers continued
uuiking loans in large- sums, lu the month of April,
lis(Ml, another letter of credit, covering £2j,ooo, was
drawn In l'avor of Tow lie, Uichmond * Co., of Colombo,Ceylon, with which 6,442 bags of coffee were
purchased and shipped as before. On April 10
another letter of credit lu favor of CharlA Oustchon
A Co., of Shnngliae, China, was drawn for
£28,000 with which a cargo of tea was purchased,and under the agreement the proceeds
were to be paid to Drown, Bros. A Co. in specie.
On October 12 a fourth letter of credit was given
in favor of Towlie, Kichmoud A Co., of Colombo,
Ceylon, for £20,11.10, with which a cargo of coffee was

Surebased, and the proceeds, on being received in
ew York, were paid to brown Brothers A Co. in

separate Instalments. On the 3lst of October, lHOti,
a tilth letter of credit in favor of Behlu, Mayer A Co.,
of Singapore, for £12,000, was given und expended
in nutmegs and pepper. The goods were shipped in
three separate vessels, one of which luis only Just
reached this port. Drown Brothers A Co. received
the proceeds of sale of the two tlrst cargoes. Another
letter of credit was given In December, lstHJ, for
£40,000, with which coffee was purchased, and
£17,AH paid back in coffee. Another letter of credit
for £20,000 was Invested in coffee and on the arrival

Place & Co.
lu August of last year Brown Brothers A Co. flrat

heard unfavorable rumors ah to the status of the
IIrm of Place & Co., when James K. Place was sent
for anil an Interview took place between the heads of
the respective firms. Mr. Brown, lu his testimony,
gives tne conversation at that Interview. He remarkedto Place that he had heard unfavorable
rumors as to the condition of his firm, when Mr.
Place remarked that his firm wait pood for $700,000.
They had met with large losses during the year, but
not in excess of their profits.above $100,000. Mr.
Place also stated that he owned his elegant residence
in Kirtn avenue. In the following mouth another
interview was hPld, when the same statements were
made by Mr. Place. A short time after the Arm collapsed.

it is further charged that these representations
were false, and thai they were made with iuteut to
cheat the complainants out of their just dues, which
are placed at $100,000; tiiat the books of defendant
were kept in a manner calculated to deceive, and
that instead of the losses of the l'rm being $100,000
In i860 they were over f200,000; also that the representationsmade as to the possession of a house on
Piiih avenue were untrue, oh the property is held in
the name of defendant's wife.
The hearing of the case was resumed yesterday at

the Jetl'ersirti market Police Court, J. II. Milium appearingfor tue prosecution and Ira Bliaifer lor Mr.
Place.
The first witness called for the prosecution was

Charles 1>. Dinkey, who testified as follows:.I am a
member of the firm of Brown Bros, a Co.; there was
nu interview between Place and myself Ht the time
credit was opened; the substance, which 1 transcribedat once, is us follows:.

"J. K. A E. H. Place say that on June 1 last they
hud about. #noo,tX>o in their business, to which they
h.tve added since about first,ooo lu gold.7tli July,
lsiia."

Tills in a transcript from my book; I {minted a
credit on this of £20,000; Hutisequently, on the 2ot.li of
October, lhtxi, 1 hud a couvcr.«aUou with J. K. Place
A- Co.; it U as follows:.
"Mr. Place says that tlietr profits last year were

$2(i0,0iJO, which made their capital on the 1st uf Januarylast two; that notwithstanding the retirementoi lus brother, if their proniM this year equalled
that oi lu^t year, which lie thinks is probable, they
will have ulsnit *1,000,000 capital ou January 1,1807.
bated 20th of Octolmr,
Tl.ese are the only conversations I have recorded.

These conversations were with me personally, and I
recollect the details mentioned on this paper. We
are in the habit of making memorandum. Flret
learned of the failure on iioili November, 1867.
Cross-examined..Hie first letter of credit was

Juy 7, lw.A.twIth J. K A E. H. Place; we gave but
one letter of credit to J. K. A E. B. Place, which I
hate mentioned: Hie same agreement accompanied
litis letter of credit as those to I'laee A Co.; with
tiiis letter four thousand bags of cotTee were purciiasit, bills made out in name of Hrown, Shipley A
Co.: the cargo was by the brig Emily Agnes; an agreementwas entered Into relative to this cargo, I
think, sincfe the failure of the linn; our Ann
li.ul i.a i.iidmiulAli <tf that r iPrrn AV.u.nt !.</ I.ill

lading, whim was transferred to J. K. a. K. b. Place
by endorsement of Hrown, Shipley A Co.; the tlrui
accounted to us tor the avails or the Hale uf that
iaigo <>f coffee, 1 Isilieve, but 1 can't swear to It; our
books will show ilie value of that cargo, but not the
amount for Which they wild It; the coffee waa paid
for in llio bjr draft* of Phips A Co. mid Brown's acceptance;our tlrtn provided funds to meet, thoac acceptances;the flrui were required to keep those
avails separate and distinct to meet the acceptances;
we required the firm to hand over In specie the
avails of sale of this coffee; we always regarded the
proilts over the satisfaction of the acceptances us
belonging to us; we never Went Into any specific
examination; we did not e.\p<>ct to sustain losses
when they occurred on the *a;e of these curjroea; I
made these memoranda at the time of the conversation.
Hedlrect.By ht.lie agreement accompntivinjr the

letter »f ctedit we claim the proceeds of the cargo aa
a cover for the ireneral Indebtedness of the tlrm t<i us.
John B. Johnson, sworn.I rcsiueln New York; I

hold a power of attorney from Hrown, Unit hers A
Co.: I am in their employ, and have a general supervisionof the oflice; wan a iueiiit>er of tin: committee
t.» examine the ttooks of J. K. Place A Co.: my associateswere Coiirtlandt Taylor and O. F. Randolph;
we were appointed 17th June, 1807.
A question liavlnir iM»en put to which the defence

obje. ted, h«; furt n«>r hearing was deferred until Monday,at uair-pasi. ten o'clock.

Hit: fOOPLBS' ST&lkK.

Determination of the Ntrlkern.All the llomtrn
V.»lil hail (ln«>«^ii*nrPAUii iftil fPnin ilm f1An«.

ciV I nlon.Filthy Flow Barrel* and the
1'ublie Health.Interview with the Boarri of
Health.
ju-t four work* have elapsed since the Coopers'

Union of New York, Brooklyn and Jersey struck for
an advance In wage*. Tlie rates up to last fall were

nflcen cent* for flour barrels and sixteen cents for
sugar barrels. Wbcn winter set in with all Us hardshipsand thousands of men bad been thrown out of
employment several of the employers reduced
the alxive rates by one cent, and the
workmen, thankful to have employment at
all in tbat t tying season of distress, submitted.With the ocrainenoement, of the month
of April, however, bUHinena became brisk ngaln, and
the workmen, concluding that the pretext advanced
by the bosses for a reduction dnrinir the winter could
no longer be itrued, demanded an increase to .sixteen
cents for flour barrels and seventeen cent s for vugar
barrels. To this all the l«»sos alter consultationassented except one, A. T. Brlgir",
of Rutgers street., New York, and aralnst
tliis employer the men have determined to make a

firm stsnd till their demand be complied witb. Mr.
Keys, of Columbia street, New York, has already notifiedthe men that lie Is willing to pay the rate
asked lor provided all the other employers do likewise.Mr. Iliivenneyer, of Williamsburg, and the
Bay Mills Company, of South Brooklyn, have comniencedto pay tho men according to the new scale.
The men In the yard of II. A II. Hhepherd, of Newark
h)»\e al*o struck, and make common cause with the
society In New York.

Tiie number of men affected by this strike Is 7X).
Th'-y meet regularly every morning in this city. The
President of the society Is Mr. Thomas Doherty, who
iuaiuuuu a stead/ corre*i»undcuce witta Uie trades

SHEET.
octettes throughout New Tort and the neighboringStates. In these societies every member con tributes
tl a week for the support of the strikers in New York
and tlus contribution will be continued till Uie men
be successful in the struggle. The amount already
received exceeds $2,000, including subscriptions
from several prominent geutiemeu in New York city.
Letters of encouragement are daily received, and tlie
promises of support are so numerous that two correspondingsecretaries are kept busily engaged. On
the whole, no body of men in this city for the last
ten years has entered into such a struggle with
so fair a prospect of success. Their meetingsare marked by harmony and determination,and there Is a stamp of Intelligence
and self-respect in the majority or the members that
makes one reel bow little short ot impossible It is
to successfully resist the earnest and just demands
of Buch men. ^ .

A meeting was held yesterday at the Seventh
Ward Hotel, in Madison street, at eleven o'clock in
the forenoon, which was attended by about
one hundred members, Mr. Dolierty in tne chair.
The chief businrerf transacted was tne consideration
of a report troia the committee appointed to wait on
the Board of Health last Tuesday. This committee
represented that the sanitary condition of the city
called for the suppression ol the universal practice
of trimming old barrels reeking with tilth and infestedwltu vermin. The trimming consists merely of
stripping off a thin scaling of dirt on tne exterior and
adding a few hoops, and the vessel so "trimmed" is
once more the receptacle of the staple article of
food on which our millions live, it is sale to set
down three-quarters of a million as the number of
people in New York and Brooklyn who consume
hour packed up in these vessels. Suppose that one
of these barrels has been stowed away in the
garret of a filthy deu in Mulberry, Baxter
or Mott street for six months where everythingthat is pestilential in our atmosphere
settles down and converts the wretched abode into
a nesr. of contagion and lllth, breeding dUeaie which
is denied the antidote of even one bust of pure air,
and where it is the lot of the human species to becomefamiliar with the prolific broods of vermin
from w hich the most orderly and cleanest tenement
is rarely exempt. The half-rotten vessel Is thrown
out at length, emitting a noxious eifiuvia,
and admonishing the wayfarer to " keep
off," as he passes, if ho would not conveyto his home a contingent to swell
the population of the lower order of animals, already
numerous enough there. A waituu strolls along and
the barrel is picked up on payment of a few cents
ana is carried oflr to the cooper's yard owy to De
transferred In a few days afterwards unclean and
filthy, but with a decern ui external appearance, to
some respectable house In a healthy locality, there to
Introduce vermin and perhaps disease Into a happy,
contented and order-loving family. A thorough
cleaning of these vessels would Involve a waste (say
the employers) on each of the staves which would
materially reduce the contents of the vessel at every
repalriug; hence the evil, noxious as it is, and malignantas it may prove, must be endured on tnu
ground of expediency. The Board felt tue matter to
be so Important that they referreil it to the SanitaryCommittee, and It remains to be seen what
action will be taken on It. The Coopers'
I niou have also resolved to call on the Legislature
for the passage of an act similar to the law now in
operation in Virgitia to prohibit this system.
A committee was appointed to proceed to Jersey

and confer with some of the brandies in that Stale.
After the transaction of other matters of a routine
character the meeting adjourned till tea o'clock this
morning.

POLITICAL INTELLIGENCE.
The Democratic Presidential Nomination-"
Marmurlnsn Among Pennaylvania Democrat*.
The Philadelphia Age of May 1, the democratic organla Pennsylvania, objects to the Job tlie ManhattanClub in this city Is reported to have Imposed

upon itself of cutting out the work for the DemocraticNational Convention beforehand. It remarks:."AsPennsylvania casts over one-tenth ot^the
vote in the Electoral College, would It not be well in
making these little arrangements to wait until she
was present to assist? Of one thing our New York
friends muy feel assured, that Pennsylvania intends
to be consulted in (Ma mutter, with no undue claims,
but to the full extent of her Importance and the
weight of her position in the coming contest. There
are those.we do not say that we share in their
opinion.who think that New York has had too much
influence in the National Conventions of the
democratic party. With this sentiment prevailing,and much more largely held than onr friends
in New York thiuk, we should be sorry
to see anything which could give color to a charge of
undue Interference on their part, or which looks like
prearrangement or forestalling the action of the convention.in July in New York will be plenty of good
and true men from all over the laud. Their judgment
and combined opinion will be of more value than
that of the Manhattan Club. And Pennsylvania will
be on hand to liavc her say In tne matter, Until then
we think the democrats of New York had better
wait."

The Southern Democracy.
Speaking lor the Southern democracy the Macon
(Oft.) Journal, April 28, nays If It knowH aught of
tliulr teuiper or purposes, they "will vote In tUe New
York Convention for tbe man, be lie civilian or FederalGeneral, who can win.whoae mrengih beforethe country Is such us to Insure ttucceas ami the consequentdeliverance of the .South lruni the hands ofthe oppressor. Tuey will neither ask nor care toknow wiuit'Ue said nor what he did during the war."

Month Carolina Election.Official. .No. om.ttlhUiou No\Oountiek Jtty'd. Ay'oat. Total. VoC<j.Abbeville 6,303 2,s21 l.ioo :i,iwi 1,381Anderson a,7.4 1,312 1,876 2,tW7 1,077Barnwell 6,718 3,357 0S7 4,044 1,874lleauiort 8,053 4.U.S9 160 6,008 2,u:>5Charleston 20,144 12,282 3,:i34 16,816 4,628Cluster 3,741 1,750 9*1 2.731 740ChesterllcUt l,n:» 722 0C4 1.388 650Clarendon 2^Jo3 1.403 24) 1,648 707COllston 6,420 3,043 8H2 3,4*16 1,856Usrlingum 4,887 2,7iO Out 3,401 l,2ti6Kdtrelleld 7,066 3,472 1,072 4, .>44 2,612Fairfield 3,609 l,9t* 6U9 2,686 8.4Georgetown 3,.~>6 2,473 146 2,618 73*Greenville 3,672 1,810 788 2,3M 1,174Horry 1,«40 4o« 773 1,170 4«lKershaw 2,743 1,408 329 1,736 1,108Lancaster 2,106 mih 780 1,648 468Laurens 4,110 l,u*U 1,137 3,o:i8 1,081Lexington 2,606 1,105 w» 1,674 921Marion 8,741 1,686 l,.va a,161 690M .rllMil'0 2,213 1,268 J tS 1,603 A2UKnwKiiprv a A\n i ran um > wsi «'j
Oconee i,6W3 4S7 «27 1,114 4hu
Orangeburg 6,16® 2,057 1,187 4,113 1,0.10Pickens 1,326 391 4(4 H2i 56<J
Richland 4,828 2.001 1,248 S,74» #71)
Mpartanliurtr 4,449 1,430 1,983 8,413 1,038Hun iter 6,167 3,4.'U 482 3.WMJ l,24tlUnion 3,383 1,4»0 771 2,238 1,122Williamsburg.... 2,689 1,844 2UO 1.H34 76.'»
York 4,233 1,033 1,0.0 3,01M> 724

Total 133,6(17 70,758 27,288 98,04« 3.1,061
27,288

Majority for the constitution 42,470

Political XlsccIlRnr*
The Macon (Ua.) Tplrrjrajjh (democratic) of April 28

thus refers to the election for member of Congress
from tUe Second district In tliat state:."It Is settled
beyond dispute tliat Nelson Tift, the democratic
nominee, has been elected to Conjrr<wa In tbis districtby a very large majority. It will hardly fall
short of three thousand. Ho will hardly txko his
Heat, but he has beaten a bad man, who would have
taken It but for his defeat."
.Senator Urake, of Missouri, publUhi h on address

to the radicals of that State, in which he takes
strong grounds In favor of Impartial suffrage. and
nrges a more thorough and complcto organisation of
th»' party throughout the State.
Hon. H. T. Blow, in a letter to Judge Warmtrth. of

Rolla, Mo., declines to become a candidate lor
Governor, and gives his views In regard to the platformwhich the republicans ought to adopt la the
approaching State campaign.
The delegates to the state Convention from the

Rock Island County (111.) Radical Convention
have been Instructed to vote for (leucral John M.
Palmer as the radical candidate for Oovetuor. GeneralP. has withdrawn his letter declining the nominationand he will, no doubt, secure It.

BROOKLYN NAVY YARD.
OdLiul InMfnilfitloa of ibe New Ctimuihai

of the N»rj Yard.
Tentpprlay. in conformity with the orders of the

Navy Department, Roar Admiral ft. W. Godon took
formal ponseaslos of the command of the Brooklyn
Navy Yard, relieving Bear Admiral Cliarlca H. Belt.
The ccrcmonlca as prescribed In the rule* nt nuval
etiquette to tie observed In the transfer or authority
In «pie#tlon, published in the HRfUJ.r) of yesterrtoy,
were strictly adhered to, with but a Kindle »HkTU exoeption.At- meridian the marines, one hundred
In number, were drawn up In line in front of the
Lyceum, together with the b«n-l attached to the
Uulied htatea receiving ship Vermont. At the entranreto the building were assembled the aeveral
oOlcers connected with the Yard and on this station,
In uniform. A bevy of beautiful and elegantly attiredladles also lent grace to the ooctwion by their
presence. Shortly after twelve Admiral fJrnlnn
made hie appearance at thf main entrance to tlie
yard, npon which Admiral Bell, accompanied t>y r.iptainMullaney, of the Ordnance Department, stepped
forward and met the rUiev.nif officerabout midway
t>etween the gate »nd the Lyceum, en I e coned
him to the latter place. As tlu v pawed the marine
guard they were saluted bv a "pres. nt arms/' while
the drums paid the compliment of two rurtles, the
broad pendant of the new commandant was run upto the masthead at that moment and salntwl accordingto the regulation by the dlnchatge ,,f thltteen
guns. Admiral Uodon was then introduced personallyto each officer present ami was conduc ed to his
otlice. i lie marine battalion piiH-e l in review and
U>e Installation tcrcuionies terminated, ,

5
TH K HORSE MABEEXi

The flue weather of the last two days has awakened
a noticeably Increased activity La the horse market
and developed a lively demand for good stock. OlT»
ing note or the presence at last of the gentle season,
when under the combined influences of warm breeze*
and a genial sun the roads assume a condition
pleasant alike to the equestrian and driver, inviting
equally to a eanter or a trot, these spring days, so
much desired by turfites, have ^aroused in many
breasts a desire for the possession of a dashing team,
a good saddle horse or 9 crack roadster, and
prompted those who had tlie means to seek
f »r sucli; wuile the ever-changing fancy of older
wUips, similarly provoked 10 seci a aew sensation
for tae opening season in niW st >c<< has kept almostequiil pace, tlms pro luring nearly a balance of
supply and demand, nearly bat not equal good carriagehorses being much inquired lor, and road
horses unxiou.ily sougut. As the natural consequenceof this condition or things the bi-weekly
sales 01' Messrs. Josuistoii and S an Tassell, at their
horse auction mart, ou Eau Thirteent.i street, wadwell attended yesterday, tae audience mainly consistingof gentlemen desiring to purciiase siock for
their own or iamiiies' use. soiu; cujioc ca.tlo wore
offered for sale, and being put up became the subjectof lively competitive bidd.n^, excellent prices
maintaining throughout. Mo-,t noticeable among
tnes3 was a splendid blacn te.uu. very stylish looking,which brought j>l,4od. Tne following ore the
particulars ol yesterday's sales:.

BV JOHNSTON & VAN TASSKLL.
A black team, ltl hands higu, six years old,
sound and true, can trot together in ;s minutes$1,400

Sorrel mark, Star stock, 15J* hands higu, eiiiht
years old, kiud and true in all harness, lias
trotted In 2:37a fine animal und warranted
sound 715

A biiv Hnuihieto.iian horse. 1j hands high, six
years old, kind and true ami warranted to
trot, m less than tiiree minutes, warranted
sound 000

Turnout.A bay horse, 15 baud* nign, live years
old, kiud iu all harness, very stylish uuder
saddle, witli lud inaui and Lad, warrallied
sound in every respeci except a sunlit cu. 0 ou
one let;; also a no top wagon and set of single
harness 575

A bay nurse, lj\ hands Ill^u, seven years old,
kind and true in all harness, can not last
and warranted perleetly sound 550

A large sorrel horse, six years old, 1*1 !. hands
high, kind and true In all harness, u Hue
coupe or carnage liorse, c..n tiot in a.'4 luluutesand warranted sound 400

A team (black mare and bay .orse), j.i>. hauda
higti, seven or eigut years old, Kind and true
In all harness and warranted periectiy s >uud. 400

A gentleman's turnout, comprising as loil.j.vs:
borrel horse Dandy, 1&'4 ii.iuds u.gh, c-jvcu
years old, kiud and true in u~l harness, a capitalpole horse, can trot in <i minutes, togetherwitli a no top wagon and set single
harness >o»

A bay liorse, 16>» hands high, 6 years old, i>een
used to all harness and worthed t» a truck,
free from vice and warranted s >und 242

A black horse, 10 hands high, 7 ye .n old, kiud
and true iu harness 210

Au iron gray colt, d years old, 14J» hands nigh,
kind in ail harness, perfect.y guuue and true,
suitable ror lady or cnudreu io ride or drive,
is witnout fault 186

A bay saddle mure, about 14bauds, Is warr.uitedsound 140
A block liorse, 0 years oid, kin I and true In all
harness, a good truck or cart horse 280

A bay mare, about Id hands hlgu, Kentucky
Morgan stock, lias done her mile la-tale of
two minutes, very showy under saddie, warrantedsound 219

A UluruUKiiuivii Utij uiaic, uua>».i u>^», v^uv

years old, kind and true m double harness
aiid under saddle, warranted sound 23ft

A brown pony, seven years old, 13 bunds high,
kind and true In all Uarue.ts, a good tree
driver and warranted perfectly sound 80
Besides the above a number of draught horses

were sold liere at lair prices. The following sales
were made at the salesroom in Duane street:.

BY JOHN L. VANDBWATKK.
Blood bay Patchen horse, l&X minds high,
seven years old, raised near Camden, sired by
O. M. I'utchen, out of thoi oughlued mare Lexington;warranted sound, witnout blemish,
and to trot in 2:43; known on the road as the
llolcombe Patchen $346

A black horse, of Black Hawk stock, 16>i hamls
high, seven years old, pure tta>ted and gentle,
warranted to trot in 2:<U) single or 2:46 to
pole, warranted sonud 379

A span of chestnut sorrels, raisod in New Jersey,10 hands high, six aud seven years old,
warranted sound and kind 376

A black horfce, six years old 3U9

THE PRIZE RING.

Battle Between George Ctieer and Hike
O'Brien.O'Brien the Victor.

[From the Evening Telegram of yesterday.]
Boston, May 1, 1SG8.
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place at an early hour this morning on the FranklinTrotting Park in Haugus, some fifteen miles
distant from Boston. The contestants were

George Cheer and Mike O'Urien, two well known
roughs, and the stakes w<-re $150 a side.
O'Brien is a native of the E uerald Isle, wiry in

build, aged twenty-time years, and his weight,
when stripped for the all ray, was 11G pounds.
Cheer is an Englishman, smaller and lighter than
O'Brien, and he is thirty-lour years of age.
The principals and aome two hundred spectatorsleft Boston in harks at abont two o'clock this

morning and proceeded throagh Cha lestown,
and, making night hideous all the way, arrived at
the trotting park at aboat five o'clock. No stakes
or ropes were carried, and the ring iu which the
contestants fought was tormed by the spectators.
George Kilcy was chosen referee, and George
Beddons acted as second for Cheer and Sol. Aaron
for O'Brien.
Time was called at about six o'clock, and after

considerable feinting the fight wa-i commenced
in earnest. The rounds were short, and no great
damage was done to either party for souio time.
Cheer had the best of tue fiitht. howevet, for »
clinch ensued in each of the first fifteen or twenty
rounds, and he always succeeded in throwing
O'Brien and failing upon him heavily.
Cheer got home om e upou O'Brien's knowledge

»nrlu in lhr» fie lit and lei t hi-i m.irk. but it
wart not nntil some time afterward* that a telling
blow wan given or taken, and tnen O'Brien receiveda crasher on hi* left orb, which Immediatelycomtneuccd to swell. D llnco frequently
became excltcd and forced the fighting, while
Cheer rorn lined calm and cool, taking every advantagethat wax offered, yet keeping at a* safe
distance from his opponent'!* mawleys, and consequentlyhe received very little punishment,
while he wax gradually u*ing O'lJrien up.
The fight had progressed upwards of an hoar

when the Collie representative, whose left eye
wax entirely cloned, again attempted to force tne
fighting. Kxp'-ctiug a blow, Choer dropped to
uvoid, but O'ltrien did not "let out" as be expected,and a ' loul" was elaimed for the latter
party.

This, after consideration, the referee allowed,
and O'llrieu was declared the winner of ttie ligtiD
and stakes.
The decision did not awaken very mneh ill-feeling,but the lighting spirit was aroused, and not

few declared lucir willingness, one party ottering;
to light any l'ngliahrntn in the crowd for an/
amount, and another expressing himself eager to
fight the man he had seconded a few minutes be*
tore.
The flght terminated shortly bs/ore seven

e'clock, when Cheer was apparently as fresh and
vigorous as when he coimnonoed, and exhibited
no cuts or bruises whatever. The crowd lingered
for several hours aboat the scene of the tight*
during whii h tluie there

^
was loud an<|

forcible talking amoiiu <»« lam-jr, >uu
at one time a general row among
tho admirers 01 the two principals wn threaten*#
and the fear #f a possible defeat by the 8tat®
constabulary wan all that prevented it.
There is now being made an effort on the pari

of the officers to secure the principals and seconds,
but they have not yet beau able to discover their
hiding places in the city.
A ijkartifi;!. Chromolithograph..a ehromo of

the original of "Easter Morning," an effort of Mrs.
Thereia M. Hart, of I'.oston, has Just been issued. Aft
a work of art "Kuster Morning" may be accepted at
a pure specimen of the skill In copying to which
ctirotno-llihography has been brought. So perfect
are reproductions of this art that the critically
educated eye alone can detect tliem from ihc original.
Mrs. Mart's subject Is slirp'o In conception and
although it certainly has trilling faults, such as the.
inequality of the arms aud tho too heavy shading of
the shaft, Is magnificent In execution, "taster
Morning'' Is represented by an upright (ireclan crosa
of pure white marblo, over the arms of which,
extending from the head to the l>use of the shaft, ii
thrown a wreath of flowers, composed of yellow
roses, violets, fuchsias, roses, pluks, heliotropes,
orange blossoms ami pansles, harmoniously blended*
The wreath is topical of the glories of Kaster mora*
Ing. The flowers are finely Individualized aud trutlv.
fullv colored, looking at a short distance njt unllka
the natural. Overi -oking the slight defects referred
to aud an Inexcu.cble stiffness in the arrangement of
the wreatn, nothing can be flner tliati is lhl-» copy <>t
tlif < i, .final III Ilic reproduction of t'n- Hvth tic lit
art, Htid we trust It will never be put to baser uses.
Chroino-llfho.raphy lm< taKen a ilrst place in Ui9
school of appliances for the CUitava.lou of the trutu«
iul awl I he iK'uauiul.
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